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A reviewer reminisces

“I well remember the sights and smells of our local Co‐op at Bolgart.  
Wooden boards on the floor, huge rounds of hard Romano cheese 
sitting on a counter, the shelves stacked with tins of golden syrup and 
other provisions not easily made or grown on the farm, glass jars of 
barley sugar and white rock candy with a red name visible in the centre, 
the hessian sacks of sugar and calico bags of flour mixed with the smells 
of spices and a whiff or two of polish or other non-comestible for sale. 
Those sugar and flour bags went on to another useful life in many a 
rural household. You will not find such memories within this volume.”
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History that matters
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History & Social Sciences

Jared Diamond, ‘Why Did Human History Unfold Differently on Different Continents
for the Last 13,000 Years?’, 22 April 1997, edge.org

goodreads.com

https://www.edge.org/conversation/jared_diamond-why-did-human-history-unfold-differently-on-different-continents-for-the
https://www.goodreads.com/genres/history-is-not-a-social-science
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Causation (e.g. World War One)

Brooklyn Daily Eagle (USA)
4 December 1912

Westralian Worker
7 August 1914: 6
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Business History 1.0

1977 20101954
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Business History 2.0
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East India Company

The austere East India House, 
Leadenhall Street, London in 1766
Wikipedia

Minting coins was one of the EIC’s
many profitable state-like 
monopolies in India
Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_India_House#/media/File:E_India_House.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_India_Company/media/File:India_1835_2_Mohurs_(rev).jpg
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Don’t take at face value

Complex organisational chart 
of the Co-operative Federation
that appeared in successive 
annual reports in the 1960s
and 70s – but does it show
how things actually operated?

CFWA AR 1966
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Federation formed

Daily News,
4 July 1919: 6Westralian Farmers’ Ltd Building

SLWA b1927159
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Co-ops before 1919

Victoria District Co-operative
Flour Milling Co Ltd,

Geraldton,
Registered 1908

Board of Directors,
1923
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Biography & Business History
WA Parliament 

Biographical Registerraswa.org.au

CFWA 53rd AR, 1953

Walter Harper
1880-1895

Tom Bath
1875-1956

WD Johnson
1870-1948
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The search for new markets

Co-operatives Federation 
of Western Australia 
chairman 
E Thorley Loton
and Mrs Loton at the 
South East Asian 
Co-operatives Conference,
Kuala Lumpur, 
January 1958

CFWA AR 1958
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Abandonment 

Professor James Curran
and some of the 
Abandonment
literature
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Changing pattern of WA-UK Trade, 1938-1985 
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The same data presented in a table (left) and a line chart (right): the yellow shading is the core 1961-1973 Abandonment period 
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Archival silences 

TH Bath Memorial Library
established in 1961 by the
Co-operative Federation in the
Westralian Farmers’ Ltd Building.

Lost in the 1980s

SLWA b3597904
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Conclusions 
Main Street, Coorow, Western Australia in 2018 –

registered in 1919, wound up in 1965, now the local museum
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Local historical society presentations

City of Swan, Local History Collection 1987

Western Mail, 3 December 1925: 2

Swan Express, 
17 January 1952: 3
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Contact Details

Dr Bruce Baskerville

E: bruce.baskerville@uwa.edu.au

T: +61 8 6488 2143

W: cwah.uwa.edu.au


