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“Whether or not you become a scientist, the basic 

understanding of scientific reasoning, methodology 

and principles that you obtain from your first degree 

in science will be of inestimable value to you.”

JUSTICE ROBERT FRENCH, JUDGE OF THE FEDERAL COURT OF AUSTRALIA AND 
SCIENCE GRADUATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA  
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This booklet is about the careers 
pursued by some of the students who 
completed a science degree at The 
University of Western Australia. These 
are graduates who become competent, 
knowledgeable and independent 
professionals. Their education and 
training in science has led them into 
careers in industry, commerce, 
environment and research. We hope 
that after seeing how their careers have 
developed after graduating with a 
science degree you too will decide to 
come to UWA and study science. 

It is a great time to be in science! 
Opportunities abound in many areas 
including the rapidly emerging field of 
nanotechnology, which is delivering 
major benefits to the economy and to 
human health and is regarded as one of 
the main industries of the 21st century. 
There are exciting developments in 
physics in medical imaging and in radio 
astronomy, especially with WA 
potentially being home to the 
International Square Kilometre Array 
(SKA) radio telescope project. Other 
areas of science are seeing 
unprecedented growth across 
microbiology, biochemistry, the chemical 
sciences, physiology, psychology, plant 
energy biology and sports science.

Opportunities are everywhere
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Many of our graduates have become 
leaders in scientific research; others 
have applied their knowledge of science 
to the development of new industrial 
products and processes, to solving 
environmental problems and others to 
improving the health and well being of 
our people.  

Science was one of the University of 
Western Australia’s founding faculties 
and looking forward from 1913 we can 
see that our graduates work in many 
diverse areas. Some are working in the 
new exciting biotechnology and 
nanotechnology industries, some coach 
elite athletes, some work in the highly 
productive resource industries of 
Western Australia, some are in the 
health industry, some are educating and 
training the next generation of scientists 
and others have become science 
communicators.

Many of our graduates have remained 
in Western Australia, some have 
pursued careers in the Eastern States 
and others have gone overseas. 
Science graduates from The University 
of Western Australia can be found 
working in many different countries. 
Science is truly international, the 
language of science is a universal one. 
The Faculty encourages its 

undergraduate students to take part in 
international exchanges and we have 
many of our postgraduates carrying our 
part of their studies overseas.

The skills you gain from studying 
science are important to a wide range 
of employers and make you a valuable, 
much sought after graduate. As well as 
knowledge of specific scientific 
disciplines you gain analytical and 
problem solving skills, management 
skills, professional and reporting skills, 
computer literacy and the ability to work 
as part of a team.

Enjoy reading about our graduates, I 
hope they will inspire and motivate you 
to pursue the study of Science at the 
University of Western Australia.

PROFESSOR GEORGE STEWART 

DEAN
FACULTY OF LIFE AND PHYSICAL SCIENCES 
THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Opportunities are everywhere
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Sean Smids
Production Manager, Verigen Australia Pty Ltd 
(Genzyme Corporation), Western Australia

BSc 2002

Critical thinking is a large part of any multifaceted 
job, and I developed that skill at UWA with all of the 
dynamic and challenging projects we were given.  
What made UWA and my degree so fantastic is that 
I was taught to think my own way through problems 
that arise with projects.  Multi-tasking, problem 
solving and group interaction are all fundamental 
areas that are invaluable to my career in the private 
sector, and future opportunities I may have.

When I finished my undergraduate degree I decided 
to enter the workforce and apply what I had learnt 
in a practical and clinical setting.  I started as a 
Production Scientist at Verigen and from there have 
been fortunate to be promoted to my current 
position.

Our company is involved in state of the art cartilage 
regeneration for patients in need of orthopaedic 
surgery for cartilage defects.  Our techniques have 
been successful in regrowing the patients’ own 
articular cartilage and giving them the freedom to 
enjoy their active lives again.  Part of my role is 
ensuring that all of the patients we are treating are 
on track to meet their implant/operation dates 
throughout Australia and South East Asia.

The company has offices all around the world, so 
relocation is a possibility sometime in the future if 
the opportunity arises.

What advice would you give to someone who 
is considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Ask yourself what you really want to do and then go 
about finding out what the end reality is really like.  
Ask your Professors, Lecturers and other students if 
they have any work experience for you to 
complement your studies, and set about learning 
the practical aspects of what work is involved, at 
least on a basic level.

Chelsie Bradshaw
Health & Safety Advisor, BHP Billiton Iron Ore, 
Western Australia

BSc (UWA) 1999; Post Grad. Dip. Occupational Health and 
Safety (Curtin University) 

After dabbling in my own business with a friend and 
fellow graduate, I moved into health promotion, 
working as an Exercise Physiologist at two mining 
sites in the Pilbara.  I then had a similar role for 
another mining company in the Goldfields while 
embarking on my Post Graduate Diploma in OH&S.  

While finishing this, I spent some time in the pit with 
machines and the dirt, which I felt would stand me 
in good stead for a career change into health and 
safety.  After eight months as a Geological Assistant 
I joined BHP Billiton Iron Ore as a Safety Advisor.  I 
was included in the company’s graduate 
programme and have been here for almost two 
years.  During the final year of the three-year 
programme all graduates from around the world are 
sent to Shanghai, China.  

Mining is a relatively risky business, and Health and 
Safety is a very rewarding yet challenging role.  
Being based in the Perth office, I get to travel to a 
number of our Pilbara sites to help coordinate, 
develop, implement and improve on our current and 
new initiatives.  There is particular satisfaction in 
having an initial idea or concept and then implement 
it across all of our W.A. operations.

My favourite subject at UWA was Forensic Science.  
The people skills you develop at university are 
invaluable; without these it would be impossible to 
work with people who have such diverse 
backgrounds and successfully implement initiatives.

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Science is one of the best degrees you could do, 
simply for the huge variety of disciplines available.  It 
has something for everyone and opens up some 
amazing opportunities.

Anatomy & Human Biology Anatomy & Human Biology and Sport Science
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Piper Collis
Health Services Manager, the Asthma Foundation of 
Western Australia 

BSc1992; Postgraduate Diploma in Education1994

After graduating from UWA I initially worked as the 
Children’s Recreation Officer at the Activ 
Foundation, before moving to Life Education as a 
Drug Educator.  Since joining the Asthma 
Foundation in 2001 I have held a number of 
positions including Community Asthma Education 
Officer, Education and Training Manager and 
currently, Health Services Manager.

As Health Services Manager I manage a team of 
twelve people who are dedicated to providing a 
range of services and activities to people with 
asthma, or who care for someone with asthma.  My 
job is extremely diverse and I am never doing the 
same thing days in a row.  I have developed a huge 
skills set since commencing at the Foundation, 
which now includes managing people, media work, 
programme development and delivery, finance 
management, policy writing and team development.  
I often travel interstate and intrastate to meetings, 
conferences or to deliver presentations.  My position 
is always a fabulous learning experience.

Learning how to concentrate on a number of tasks 
or assignments at the same time is a skill studying 
at UWA taught me, and one that’s critical in my 
present position.  Others include the importance of 
setting and meeting deadlines, and the ability to 
work within a team.

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Choose subjects that you enjoy and have an 
interest in.  Keep an open mind during your studies, 
as there are opportunities out there that may take 
you in directions you have never considered.  
Remember that having a challenging and fulfilling 
job is as important as how much money you make.

Karen Nonis
Assistant Professor, Early Childhood & Special 
Needs Education, 

Master Programme Coordinator (Diploma in Special 
Education) National Institute of Education, Nanyang 
Technological University, Singapore BSc (First class Hons) 
1989; PhD 1997; PGDHE (Post Graduate Diploma in Higher 
Education)

The University of Western Australia is ranked as one 
of the top Universities for higher education in 
Australia. UWA offers a lot to students in many 
ways. The University grounds itself offered ample 
space for both study and relaxation, with beautiful 
waterfronts and parks, close to shops and not 
forgetting reasonable student accommodation, both 
private and university based. This is a real luxury for 
international students. There is also easy access to 
downtown shopping or the Claremont shopping 
area.  You can also head to the beach to get away 
from it all.

Reflecting on the wonderful times I had at UWA, I 
acknowledge the supportive professors, lecturers 
and administrative and technical staff.  I still believe 
that, although it was I who had to sit for exams, 
pass them, and do well, but without their time, 
knowledge and friendships (the laughs we had), the 
completion of anything would have taken far too 
long. As we become more IT focussed in today’s 
age, it is the fact that UWA staff focuses on people 
that makes a difference and UWA continues to 
provide this important support to students both 
locally and internationally.

What advice would you give to someone 
considering doing a science degree at UWA, or 
planning to study overseas?

Never let anyone stop you from doing what you 
want to do no matter what their reasons are – 
remember, those are their reasons and not yours!  It 
is not just a dream that you are pursuing.  It is reality 
and only you can make that happen. And make 
sure you have fun pursuing your dreams too.

Anatomy & Human Biology and Sport Science  Anatomy & Human Biology and Sport Science
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Anatomy & Human Biology and Physiology

Marcus Christian
Managing Director, Watershed Corporate Pty Ltd, 
Perth WA

BSc 1997; Grad Dip (Business)

My company assesses and provides strategic 
advice to technology driven companies and 
research organisations.  I get to see cutting edge 
science across a range of disciplines including bio-
medical, IT&C and engineering, many of which 
represent exciting new market opportunities.  I 
particularly like being involved in the direction and 
hopefully ultimate success of each start-up venture.

I had no real idea what I wanted to do when I first 
went to university; it just seemed the right thing to 
do.  I started science and enjoyed it, but found I 
wasn’t suited to laboratory work.  I ended up 
adding marketing units in my final year and then 
went on to do a Graduate Diploma in Business.

Following graduation I worked in hospitality for a 
year.  I then joined a technology incubation firm 
called TechStart Australia as a Market Analyst, and 
worked my way up to Project Manager.  A couple of 
years later I moved to one of TechStart’s spin-off 
companies as Chief Executive Officer.  After taking 
the company through two capital raisings and a 
successful research and development programme I 
spent a year travelling overseas.  I returned to Perth 
in 2005 and the following year founded Watershed 
Corporate Pty Ltd.

Helping to establish successful start-up companies is 
very satisfying.  One of these is Neuromonics Ltd, a 
company commercialising the world’s first clinically 
verified treatment for tinnitus, which was developed 
locally and is now expanding into the USA.  

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Look to industry to find out where science is heading 
and what employers will be looking for in 3-5 years 
time.  It’s also worth looking into the juncture 
between science and business - it’s been very 
rewarding and fulfilling for me.

Anatomy & Human Biology and Physiology

David Coall
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, University of Basel, 
Switzerland

BPsych 1994; BSc (Hons) 1999; PhD 2005

My Honours year research applied evolutionary 
theory to the understanding of a woman’s 
reproductive development and timing.  Receiving an 
Australian Postgraduate Award gave me the 
opportunity to conduct a project that examined 
factors which influence birth weight and placental 
weight of a woman’s first child.  

UWA and the School of Anatomy and Human 
Biology provided a unique opportunity to carry out 
my research.  Nowhere else in Australia do you have 
the discipline-specific knowledge necessary to 
conduct this research.

In 2006 I began a Postdoctoral Research Fellowship 
at the Center for Cognitive and Decision Science in 
the Institute of Psychology at the University of Basel 
in Switzerland.  I am currently using an evolutionary 
perspective to investigate the influence of 
grandparents’ intergenerational investment (time 
and money) on the growth, development and 
mental health of their grandchildren, and the 
subsequent reciprocal benefits grandparents receive 
(perceived or real) from this investment.  My work is 
very exciting and challenging.

Working in a German speaking country is 
challenging at times, however the Department I am 
working in has English as their working language.  
Living in central Europe is a wonderful experience.   

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a postgraduate degree 
at UWA?

If you find a topic or subject that you love, then a 
postgraduate degree at UWA is an excellent way to 
explore it.  Be prepared for challenges along the 
way and some changes to your original plan.  Who 
knows, you could end up living and working in 
Switzerland!
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Biochemistry

Daniel Daley
Assistant Professor, Department of Biochemistry 
and Biophysics, Stockholm University

BSc 1994; (Hons) 1996; PhD  2001

When I started at UWA I had absolutely no idea 
what I wanted to do and wanted to keep my 
options open.  Initially I was interested in maths and 
physics, but I soon felt that these had become very 
‘abstract’.  The biological sciences were 
increasingly interesting and seemed to offer me the 
opportunity to discover something new.  It was the 
enthusiastic lecturers in the Biochemistry 
Department who brought these opportunities to my 
attention. 

Biochemistry and Molecular Biology were my two 
favourite subjects.  Although the course content 
was interesting throughout, whatever you do when 
you leave will require some retraining anyway.

My role as an Assistant Professor at Stockholm 
University requires some undergraduate teaching 
but is predominantly a research position.  I run a 
small group looking at how ‘protein machines’ are 
built in a cell.  Science is a surprisingly social 
endeavour, and I really enjoy interacting with 
students and colleagues and following their 
research with them.  I spend a large portion of my 
time supervising PhD students, and writing grants/
papers.

I would be lying if I said I didn’t enjoy publishing.  
However, the most satisfying moments of my career 
have been in the laboratory; when the plans have 
been hatched and the discoveries made.  I think it is 
really important to enjoy the small, day-to-day 
things about your job.  

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Remember that your science degree can open 
many interesting doors for you, but it will be up to 
you to step through one of them.  Get some 
workplace experience along the way, so that you 
know in which direction you want to head

Biochemistry

Kym Lowes
Research Fellow, Bionic Technologies Australia - 
Neural Repair Program.  The Bionic Ear Institute, 
Victoria

BSc (Hons) 1996; PhD 2002

I originally wanted to become a psychologist but 
had little appreciation of what is actually involved.  
So I also took courses in Biochemistry, and Human 
Biology because they interested me.  In the end I 
preferred these courses and continued on with 
Biochemistry, Molecular Biology and Microbiology.  

Completing my PhD at UWA’s Department of 
Biochemistry and the Department of Medicine was 
really enjoyable.  It allowed me to put all the skills I 
had learnt during my undergraduate years into 
practice;  including the ability to think analytically, 
and to communicate and manage my time more 
effectively. 

I then moved to Melbourne and completed a post 
doctorate at the Howard Florey Institute’s National 
Muscular Dystrophy Research Centre, before joining 
the Bionic Ear Institute.  It is really satisfying when 
you discover something that no one else has 
previously, and to know that, in the long run, you are 
helping people.

I’m working on a research and development project 
aimed at designing a nerve conduit to facilitate 
peripheral nerve regeneration.  The project gives me 
the opportunity to collaborate with many research 
and industry partners.  There are also opportunities 
to develop new skills outside of basic research; for 
example, project management, product 
development and taking a product to the market.  I 
also have the opportunity to travel overseas.  

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at UWA?

A science degree is an education, not a specific 
vocation.  The skills learnt doing a Science degree 
are beneficial for many career paths.  You have the 
flexibility to go in many directions, and your career 
choices at the end of your degree will be wide and 
varied.
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Biochemistry

Dominic Chi Hung Ng
National Health & Medical Research Council/ 
National Heart Foundation Australia Peter Doherty 
Research Fellow, UWA

BSc (Hons) 1999; PhD 2003

I chose to do my postgraduate studies at UWA 
because the university’s Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology Department provides the opportunity to do 
international research that is at the forefront in this 
field.  There is also an excellent infrastructure both 
within the department and on campus.

The single most important thing I learned during my 
studies was how to learn.  In other words, I developed 
the skill to pick up new technologies, ideas and even 
new scientific fields as they were developed. 

After completing my studies I went to work in 
Singapore as a Research Fellow in a cancer laboratory 
at the Agency for Science, Technology and Research.  
The training I received during my PhD at UWA served 
me well, and I quickly established myself as a key 
contributor to the research team.  

After three years in Singapore I returned to UWA to 
take up a prestigious Peter Doherty Fellowship offered 
by the NHRMC and the NHFA.  As a co-funded 
Research Fellow at the School of Biomedical, 
Biomolecular and Chemical Sciences, I perform 
research into the cellular mechanisms that control 
muscle growth during heart disease.  I work on my 
own ideas and I more or less have the freedom to 
decide what I want to do and when to do it.  In 
science, the best research is done in collaboration, so 
I am constantly meeting new people around the 
globe.

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a postgraduate degree 
at UWA?

A postgraduate science degree offers a great deal of 
job satisfaction, flexibility and variety.   While there are 
still some who take the view that a research career in 
science is a privilege (i.e. one should not expect to be 
rewarded with an appropriate wage), this attitude is 
changing.

Biochemistry and Chemistry

Adam Carroll
PhD student at the ARC Centre for Excellence for 
Plant Energy Biology, UWA 

BSc (Hons) 2005

I am developing analytical chemistry and 
computational techniques, and using these in 
combination with modern genetic and biochemical 
approaches to study how plant metabolites and 
metabolism respond to severe environmental 
conditions such as drought, salinity, heat and cold.  
I’m enjoying the opportunity to learn a diverse range 
of skills and bring them together to answer 
questions that would otherwise be unanswerable.

My most satisfying moments are when I figure out 
new, more effective methods of doing research, and 
when these methods lead to new discoveries.  
Helping me do this are skills I developed at 
university; like the ability to learn, reason, 
communicate, and challenge dogmas and 
assumptions.  My knowledge of biochemistry is 
invaluable to me in a Biochemistry PhD, but my 
understanding of chemistry is what has enabled me 
to develop and follow my own path of interest.

Fundamentally, my career aspirations are driven 
towards research by curiosity and the desire to 
improve the quality of life for all living things, by 
overcoming problems such as disease, 
environmental degradation and food shortages.  

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

UWA provides a diverse array of options for science 
students.  In your first year or two, get a taste of a 
wide range of subjects and try to get work 
experience in real research labs to give yourself an 
idea of what each field is really like.  Most of all, 
study something that really interests you as you will 
find it easier to get high marks.
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Merrin Fabre
Deputy Manager, CSIRO Victorian Science 
Education Centre

BSc (Hons) 2004 UWA; Grad Dip. in Scientific Communication 
ANU

When I began my Science degree I wanted to be a 
forensic scientist, mainly due to a television forensic 
science programme and my liking for murder 
mystery books!  After a while I forgot all about that 
and instead started choosing courses that I liked, 
including my favourite, Genetics.

After completing my BSc, I completed a 
Biochemistry Honours.  An experience in the 
Honours lab involving the Communications Officer 
and some sponsors convinced me that if I had a job 
in communications with a science institution I’d be 
working in an area I was interested in and still be 
involved in science.

When I finished my degree I moved to Canberra 
and commenced a Diploma course in Science 
Communication.  As part of my prac work I was 
working for Questacon, The National Science and 
Technology Centre, writing and designing science 
shows for school students and which we took to 
rural areas.  I stayed with Questacon after 
completing my Diploma and continued touring the 
shows.  Tiring of travelling, I then worked for the 
Drought Water Restriction office for ACTEW 
Corporation in Canberra.

I then landed a position as Education Officer at the 
CSIRO, where I am now Deputy Manager.  It’s a job 
that is interesting, physically demanding and keeps 
my mind active.  While varied, the jobs that I’ve had 
have all been in the area of science communication 
and have all allowed me to travel.

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

What I did at UWA was take courses that I thought 
were interesting.  You should always consider what 
career paths you can take with the degree that you 
have - after all, there’s the rent to pay!

Biochemistry and Genetics Biochemistry and Genetics

Ryan Lister
Postdoctoral Fellow, The Salk Institute for Biological 
Studies, La Jolla USA

BSc (Hons) 2001; PhD 2005

Like many undergraduates, I began my studies in a 
somewhat confused state; with such a diversity of 
fields to choose from, it was difficult to make a 
decision.  I completed a year of Science/Electronic 
Engineering, then switched to Genetics and 
Molecular Biology.  Before I knew it, I was cloning 
genes, making new findings and publishing 
research.

My undergraduate degree gave me a good general 
background into the biology I was interested in, but 
it was during my Honours and PhD research in the 
laboratories that I learnt what hands-on science is 
really all about.  Research demands a diverse range 
of skills; scientific reasoning, experimental design, 
technical proficiency, and the ability to clearly 
convey your research to others.

A career in scientific research often requires travel 
and the need to learn new skills.  Obtaining a 
Fellowship was the best way for me to get to work 
in the laboratory of my choice in the USA.

At the Salk Institute I have the opportunity to take 
part in cutting-edge research into genomics, and 
also in epigenetics.  Using recently developed 
advanced DNA sequencers and mapping 
technologies I am exploring fundamental 
mechanisms by which the information stored in 
genomes can be regulated.  Opportunities abound 
to use hi-tech toys, interact with leading scientists, 
and travel to conferences.   

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Take some time to find what you are most interested 
in.  My path was greatly influenced by the realisation 
that you have to follow your personal interests, and 
that if you do so with both enthusiasm and 
dedication, you will succeed.
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Chemistry

Cameron Bond
Consultant, PA Consulting Group, New Jersey USA

BSc (Hons) 1995

My plan going into university was to do one year of 
multidisciplinary science and then apply to transfer 
to Optometry.  However I enjoyed first year 
Chemistry and ended up completing three Majors (a 
full double Major in Chemistry and Major in 
Molecular Biology/Biochemistry).  During my 
Honours year I travelled to Strasbourg for some 
collaborative research. 

I started work for a small mining company on 
Cockatoo Island off WA’s Kimberley Coast.  During 
this time I worked in a number of roles site chemist, 
mine manager and ship loading supervisor.  I was 
then asked on take the role as Chief Chemist for 
another mine near Southern Cross.  After two years 
I moved to the new Murrin Murrin mine site during 
the construction phase.  Three years later, I packed 
up and moved to the UK.

I joined the Cambridge UK office of PA Consulting 
Group in 2001 within there Global Technology 
Group, this has involved traveling to Wales and 
Miami, USA for extended periods.  In 2005 I 
relocated to the company’s offices in Princeton, 
New Jersey.

My work now is technology-based around product 
and process development.  I have formulated and 
led the production of samples for a Phase 1 clinical 
trial.  Building and testing pre-clinical units for 
medical devices and consumer health products 
along with Scoping, designing, building and testing 
robotics to automate analytical laboratory tests to 
FDA requirement has also been an interesting part 
of my job. 

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Be open minded, and look around at all the 
opportunities that are available to you.

Chemistry

Dr Michelle Elenore Grassi
Senior Environmental Scientist, Environmental 
Resources Management Australia Pty Ltd (ERM) 

PhD (Environmental/ Analytical Chemistry) 2005; BSc (First 
Class Honours in Chemistry) 2001 

I work as a Consulting Environmental Scientist with 
a large international firm based in Melbourne.  I 
work with a diverse range of clients undertaking 
environmental land and groundwater site 
assessments for clients, and where problems exist, 
develop remedial solutions for contaminated land 
and groundwater.  There is a lot of variety in what I 
do day-to-day; directing projects and staff, 
interacting with people to solve problems, managing 
risks and even getting my hands dirty on site!

I chose postgraduate studies at UWA as the 
opportunity had arisen to work on a project that 
extended my Honours work.  I gained so much 
practical and theoretical knowledge of 
environmental geochemistry and contaminated site 
remediation that I wanted to do more – so I chose 
to do a PhD.

The extra years I spent working intensely on my 
PhD have given me a multitude of skills and 
knowledge that are invaluable in my current job.  
The ability to work independently, good analytical 
and communication skills, and the intensive 
geochemical and environmental chemistry 
knowledge and experience I obtained during my 
studies are skills I use daily.  

Completing my PhD has been my most satisfying 
achievement to date.  Successfully completing 
projects in my current work also gives me great 
satisfaction.

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a postgraduate degree 
at UWA?

Completing a postgraduate degree requires you to 
be completely self motivated and excited about 
doing as much as possible; having a good support 
basis in supervision helps with this immensely.
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Chemistry

Kathryn Louise Linge
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, NERC ICP Facility, 
Kingston University, London UK 

BSc (First Class Hons) 1996; PhD (Environmental Chemistry) 
2002

As a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the NERC ICP 
facility, I provide advice and expertise in the analysis of 
environmental samples by inductively couple plasma 
mass spectrometry (ICP-MS) to UK academics and 
researchers.  I also pursue my own independent 
research, mostly based around developing new 
methods for measuring and speciating environmentally 
important elements like phosphorus.  I enjoy working 
on the wide variety of different projects we support. 
The samples we analyse range from soils and waters 
to more exotic things like beetles and gold artifacts 
from Roman archaeological digs.

After finishing my BSc at UWA’s Department of 
Chemistry I went straight to the University’s Centre of 
Water Research to complete my PhD in Environmental 
Chemistry. I then spent six months working as a lab 
analyst, before moving to my current position at 
Kingston University.

Since arriving in 2003, I’ve been able to travel to 
conferences to present my research, as well as publish 
scientific papers both on my own work and research 
collaboration with other academics.  I love living in 
London as there are a huge range of cultural and 
social activities, plus great opportunities to travel to 
Europe and the US.

I think the Chemistry degree at UWA has a really good 
practical laboratory programme.  It gave me good 
basic laboratory skills, which have been fundamental 
to every job I have had, but which a lot of other people 
I have met since leaving UWA don’t seem to have.        

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Work takes up a significant part of your time, so it is 
really important to study something you really enjoy.  If 
you study something you enjoy you’re probably going 
to do better as well.

Chemistry

Emma Schymanski
PhD Student, Helmholtz Centre for Environmental 
Research, UFZ, Leipzig Germany

BSc (Hons) 2004, BE Environmental (Hons) 2004

I chose to study Chemistry because I found it really 
interesting, but I wasn’t really sure what I wanted to 
do when I completed my studies.  I had originally 
thought I would go into research, but at the end of 
my Science degree I decided to complete my 
Engineering degree.  

The combination of Chemistry and Environmental 
Engineering in contaminated sites assessment only 
became clear to me while completing my 
Engineering degree.  This meant I could use my 
interest in chemistry to help solve the complicated 
issues involved in contaminated sites assessment 
and remediation.  

It was the lack of understanding of the combined 
effects of complex mixtures of compounds found at 
the Bellevue site that inspired me to take up a PhD 
at UFZ Leipzig, where our research group is 
focusing on a new way of assessing contaminated 
samples.  With around 800 people focused on 
environmental research, the centre is a fantastic 
learning opportunity, as the research covers a broad 
spectrum of environmental issues.

Skills acquired during both my degrees have been 
invaluable, as was as the opportunity given to me 
by the Science Faculty (now Faculty of Life and 
Physical Sciences) for the exchange year in 
Germany.  Without this exchange program I would 
probably not be back in Germany right now, and 
would probably never have learnt a second 
language.

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Pursue your interests and study something you 
want to study, rather than study ‘to get a job’.  
Consider an exchange - it certainly adds a new and 
interesting dimension to studying.
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Chemistry

Sally Thompson
PhD Candidate, Nicholas School of Environment 
and Earth Sciences, Duke University, North Carolina 
USA

BSc 2004; BE 2004

Both of my Honours projects were fantastic and eye 
opening.  I spent a year working in chemical education 
for my Chemistry Honours project; this was an 
unparalleled opportunity to consider the interfaces 
between science and society, and has provided much 
of the context for how I want to approach my career.

Prior to beginning my PhD at Duke University, I worked 
for three years as an environmental engineer/scientist 
in Perth.  I spent one year with the science part of the 
group, then two years with the engineering group, 
primarily on water resource projects.  I had the 
opportunity to work overseas in Vietnam, to improve 
drinking water supplies to towns across WA, and to 
help create and implement the environmental 
management systems for several of the state’s biggest 
industrial developments.

Now I am in a new country, and in an incredibly 
exciting university working with world-class scientists 
and engineers on big questions like what will the 
impacts of global change be, and how can we 
manage these changes? My PhD is looking at the 
interaction of water and carbon cycles in arid regions.

The most satisfying thing about my career to date is 
that I feel I have gained a large measure of technical 
and practical competence in the workplace before 
coming back to further study.  I know that through my 
work on water projects in WA there are now thousands 
of people who will enjoy safer, better tasting water – 
not bad! 

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

The BSc seems to become more flexible all the time.  
The future is calling for diverse and flexible skill sets, 
and I would encourage you to start building those skill 
sets during your first years at UWA.  Also – have fun!

Chemistry and Education

Jaclyn McGregor
Talented and Gifted Student Coordinator, Kalgoorlie 
Boulder Community High School, Western Australia 

BSc 2006; Diploma in Modern Languages (Indonesian) 
2006

My career aspirations were definitely influenced by 
the people I met at UWA and the learning 
experiences I was exposed to.  At first I wanted to 
be an environmental scientist, then a geologist, then 
a chemist, and finally a teacher. Now, after 
completing my first year of teaching at a tough 
school in a new town, I realise that not only can I do 
it, but also that I like it!

I arrived at the Kalgoorlie Boulder Community High 
School after receiving a $30,000 scholarship from 
the Department of Education and Training.  Being a 
science teacher means I have the opportunity to 
meet lots of people and can work almost anywhere, 
so there are great travel opportunities.  Working in 
the country makes it easier to climb the promotional 
ladder.

My favourite subject at UWA was Chemistry, as I 
found it fascinating to analyse the materials that 
make up the world around us.  University also helps 
you develop broader skills; in my case these were in 
the areas of chemistry knowledge and science 
communication, and by making contact with people 
that I met there who can now help me to teach 
Science.    

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Just do it!  You don’t need to know “Why science?” 
until later on.  Living on campus at UWA is the best 
experience ever.  You will eventually figure out the 
career you want to pursue through the people you 
meet.
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Mazhar Ali Sahib
Technical support Center (Cluster) APAC Team 
Leader, Sun Microsystems Pty Ltd

MSc (Hons, University of Wollongong) 1985; BSc (UWA) 1981 

Since leaving university, my career has led to many 
diverse, challenging and rewarding positions in a 
number of countries.  These have included being a 
Programmer for the Bureau of Statistics, a Technical 
Support Officer for ICL, and Support Team Leader at 
Philips (all in New Zealand), a Unix Consultant for 
Woolworths Pty Ltd (Australia), a Technical Support 
specialist for Pyramid Technology Ltd, Response 
Centre Engineer and Team Leader for HP (Saudi 
Arabia) Pty Ltd, and Systems Support Engineer for 
Sun Microsystems Pty Ltd.

Now, as a Technical Support Lead Engineer for APAC, 
I specialise in High Availability (clustered) systems. 
Working from home, I manage a team that is 
distributed through APAC with colleagues from other 
cultures.  Issues can arise in any part of the world and 
require our assistance.

Computer science was the up and coming area in my 
university days, and having a floppy disc in your shirt 
pocket was considered a status symbol!  So although I 
was highly motivated towards Psychology, I decided to 
combine the two disciplines.  My favourite courses 
were Social Psychology, Personality Studies, 
Computer Hardware, and Programming.

My time at university taught me many skills that have 
been invaluable to my positions.  These skills include 
the ability to interact with others using my knowledge 
of personality differences, and the use of social 
psychology strategies to disarm irate customers.  I 
also developed the ability to analyse issues without 
becoming emotional, and to listen, understand and 
speak without the need to dominate conversations.    

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Enjoy your student days, and work hard so that you 
can give yourself a base you can depend on once 
the party days are over.

Computer Science and Psychology Exercise and Health Science

Emma Estelle Hatch
Programme Development Manager, MedExAus and 
Osteoporosis Solutions, Western Australia  

BSc 

When commencing my university studies I chose 
subjects that guided me towards the recreation and 
fitness area.  I was very interested in Health 
Promotion and pictured myself working for a health 
organisation.  I never thought that I would end up 
working with the aged; however as part of my 
practicum placement I was given the opportunity to 
work in a retirement village.

A new career path has opened up for me in the past 
couple of months.  I now have the opportunity to 
grow with a new company, helping to create and 
promote its services.  MedExAus prescribes medical 
exercise programmes for people with chronic and 
complex medical conditions.  I am also involved in 
the promotion and marketing of MedExAus’ partner 
company, Osteoporosis Solutions.  I’m learning new 
marketing skills, and have the opportunity to meet 
with other allied health and medical professionals.

I recently moved into the aged care arena and 
spend every day with people who feel they are too 
old to accomplish new tasks and goals, and 
struggle with the activities of daily living.  To have a 
positive impact on their lives is absolutely invaluable.

In many jobs you are responsible for your own time.  
Self-discipline and self-motivation are important 
skills I acquired at university.   

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Choose the subjects that you think you want to gain 
more skills and knowledge in, and gain as much 
practicum experience as you can during your 
university days.  You will have many memorable 
moments both academically and socially.  It is the 
start of your career!
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Forensic Science

Clint Hampson
Senior Lecturer in Forensic Science, John Moores 
University UK

Consultant / Associate, Forensic Pathways UK

BSc (Curtin University); Masters (Forensic Science) 2004; 
currently completing PhD in Forensic Science

Every skill and piece of knowledge that I’ve learnt at 
university regarding my subject topic has been 
invaluable. The general oral and written 
communication skills that I developed have played a 
major role in my getting to where I am today.

My career aspirations were always focused on the 
area of forensic science and my university pathway 
was directed accordingly.  However, because 
Forensics is such a multidisciplinary subject, I have 
re-evaluated my role numerous times - from the WA 
Police to the academic environment, and now more 
so to the research and business aspects.  I need to 
keep challenging myself, so every time a new door 
opens I tend to want to go and investigate.

My roles at John Moores University range from 
lecturing/teaching to supervising research projects 
and conducting my own research and development.  
I’m also involved in carrying out casework for the 
UK’s third biggest police constabulary, and in 
establishing a working forensic DNA lab at the 
university for the purpose of doing DNA profiling/
casework for Merseyside police.

The work I do for Forensic Pathways involves 
consultancy aspects, running training programmes 
on their behalf and oversee/supervise a number of 
their research projects.  This aspect of my work is 
very interesting, as it is more business oriented and 
the rewards financially are very good.  

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Generally speaking, a career in science will not 
guarantee you great wealth when compared to some 
other areas of employment, but it does offer great 
diversity.  My favourite thing about science is that it 
can be taken worldwide, so the sky’s your limit.

Forensic Science

Michelle Harvey
Senior Lecturer in Forensic Biology, University of 
Portsmouth

BSc/BA in Entomology& Chinese (Mandarin) University of 
Queensland; BSc (First Class Hons) Zoology UWA; PhD/
Master of Forensic Science 2006 UWA

When I started undergraduate studies I wasn’t sure 
where I was headed.  In my final year I realised I 
wanted to follow entomology in a direction where I 
could make a difference and contribute to society, 
and forensics seemed an exciting area that was 
beginning to grow.  I discovered that academic life 
was the ultimate career for me; I could conduct 
research in a cutting edge science, help train the 
next generation of forensic entomologists, and be 
involved in forensic casework.  Forensic graduates 
are the ultimate problem solvers!

Now, with my PhD/Master of Forensic Science from 
UWA, I hold a Senior Lecturer’s position at the 
University of Portsmouth.  My role involves lecturing 
and unit leadership to undergraduates, lecturing in 
forensic biology and entomology.  I supervise 
student research, conduct my own research, and 
have the opportunity to consult on forensic cases.  

Some of my most satisfying achievements to date 
include winning a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarship 
to study in South Africa, where I contributed to the 
prosecution of a crime; winning a Sir Keith Murdoch 
Fellowship of the American Australian Association to 
study in Tennessee; and being named 2004 
Western Australian Woman of the Year (Science 
category) in the Brownes Woman of the Year 
awards.

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a postgraduate degree 
in science at UWA?

Go for it!  UWA provides an extremely supportive 
study environment where you get to interact with 
world leading scientists and access fantastic 
facilities.
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Forensic Science

Evan Roeterdink
Scientific Officer (Crime Scenes), Forensic 
Operations, Australian Federal Police

BSc 1999.; Master of Forensic Science 2004

My duties as a crime scene investigator involve the 
examination and interpretation of crime scenes, as 
well as the preservation and collection of physical 
evidence.  I am responsible for the examination of 
crime scenes, ranging from burglaries and 
recovered stolen motor vehicles to serious assaults 
and deaths, including suicides and homicides.

The Forensic Operations section of the Australian 
Federal Police is also involved with the investigation 
of major international incidents such as the Bali 
bombings and the Disaster Victim Identification 
response to the South East Asian Tsunami, as well 
as the delivery of development and training to the 
forensic divisions of regional police forces.

When I first commenced my studies at UWA, I 
didn’t have a clear cut career path, and think this 
may have changed four or five times during the 
course of my studies until I developed a real interest 
in forensic science.  My favourite courses were 
Anatomy and all of the Forensic units.  Following 
graduation I worked in a casual capacity as a 
research assistant with the Centre for Forensic 
Science at UWA and part time as a pest control 
officer.  I joined the Australian Federal Police about 
twelve months after completing my Masters. 

My role as a crime scene investigator has presented 
me with many satisfying moments, particularly when 
an identification or link is established between an 
offender and evidence that I have collected at a 
crime scene.

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Choose units that allow you to keep your options 
open.  And also enjoy the great social scene that 
exists at UWA.

Genetics

Dr Justin Hanse Lee
Managing Director, Spire Research & Consulting, 
Korea

PhD 

When I first began my studies at The University of 
Western Australia my intention was to become a 
plant geneticist, and use innovative techniques to 
solve the many problems facing poor Korean 
farmers.  With that as my goal, I majored in Plant 
Science (Plant Genetics).

Later on, I realised that the issue for these farmers was 
not the poor productivity of agricultural products; 
rather it was the distribution and forecasting, i.e. 
supply and demand, of these products that were the 
more important factors.  As a result, I changed my 
career goal from being a plant geneticist to one of 
market researcher and consultant.

This required developing self motivated research, 
planning and organising skills; all ones that my 
lecturers at UWA encouraged.

After graduating I returned to Korea and took up a 
position as Project Manager at New Life Corp, 
before joining the Australian Trade Commission in 
Seoul as a Business Development Manager.  I then 
became Project Director at Synovate (a research 
company) before moving to my present position as 
Managing Director of Spire Research & Consulting, 
a strategic market intelligence consultancy.  We 
conduct research and consulting for Korean and 
overseas companies, including market entry, partner 
search and competitor analysis.

Having my PhD thesis passed by my examiners and 
the birth of my two children at King Edward 
Memorial Hospital are my most satisfying ‘life’ 
moments to date.  

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

If possible, undertake postgraduate training in an 
overseas country where the language and culture is 
different.



��

Sport Science

Lian-Yee Kok
Lecturer at the Department of Sports Studies, 
Faculty of Educational Studies, Universiti Putra 
Malaysia (UPM)

B.Ed (Phy. Ed, UPM); M.Sc (Sports Science, UPM); PhD 
(UWA)2006 

My career aspirations when I first began my studies 
haven’t really changed over time; I was already a 
‘hardcore’ academician before I arrived at UWA, 
and I now feel I have become a better academician. 
I shopped around a few universities in America, 
Australia and New Zealand before deciding on 
UWA.  I chose UWA because of its good reputation 
for academic supervisors, its good facilities and its 
close proximity to home.  I found Perth to be a great 
place - great walking and cycling paths, enough 
attractions to keep me busy!

I have been a tutor/lecturer with UPM since 1997.  
My job involves lecturing in physical fitness and 
conditioning, coaching and training methodology, 
and measurement and evaluation in Physical 
Education and Exercise Science.  Academic staff 
are encouraged to divide our time between 
teaching, research and providing services to the 
community.  I have helped conduct coaching 
courses for the Malaysian Netball Association, 
mentor new coaches, and have held the position of 
head coach for the Malaysian National Netball 
Team.  These activities allow me to travel around the 
country and to visit other places, and meet with 
many interesting people.

I’ve had many satisfying achievements in my career 
so far.  One of these was when I was named 
Female Coach of the Year in 2002 for helping the 
Malaysian Netball Team win the 2001 Southeast 
Asia Games Gold Medal.  

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a postgraduate degree 
at UWA?

I think the most important thing is to find out if the 
academic advisors match your research areas, and 
that the facilities - research, labs, etc - are up-to-
date and of a high standard.

Sport Science

Lauren Rowohlt
Exercise Physiologist, Prime Health Group, Northern 
Territory 

BSc (Hons) 2001

I first did science at UWA because I wanted to be a 
PE teacher.  What I didn’t realise was just how much 
a BSc in Sport Science can lead you into. During my 
studies I changed my mind to Sports Psychologist, 
Sports Scientist, Health Promotion and finally, to 
Exercise Physiologist.  My choices were influenced by 
the extensive practical experience offers throughout 
the degree.  Corporate Health and Exercise 
Rehabilitation were my favourite courses.

After graduating I worked as a Health and Wellness 
Coordinator at various mine sites around WA.  I then 
moved to London and joined British Sky Broadcasting 
as a Corporate Health Consultant.  After my return to 
WA, I took up my present position as an Exercise 
Physiologist with Prime Health Group, working at the 
Granites Gold Mine in the Northern Territory.

Outside of the technical knowledge I acquired during 
my course work, I also found my Science degree 
gave me people skills, teaching skills, and the ability 
to use different approaches for the wide range of 
people who work in mining, where building a rapport 
and trust is half the job.

When someone comes up to me and says, “Your 
programme has really helped me.  I feel stronger, I’ve 
lost weight, or I can run again,” it brings a great sense 
of achievement, even though they put in all the hard 
work.  Helping people achieve healthy lifestyle goals 
is extremely rewarding.

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

You don’t have to know what you want to be when 
you grow up just yet.  Choose courses you enjoy and 
take opportunities as they come along.  Consider 
going on student exchange in your second year – it’s 
a fantastic way to experience life and study in another 
country.
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Sport Science

Todd Vladich
Head Strength and Conditioning Coach, Sports 
Medicine Sports Science Department, Singapore 
Sports Council

Bachelor of Physical and Health Education 1995; Bachelor 
of Physical and Health Education (Hons) 1988

Studying anywhere other than UWA wasn’t really an 
option because the units and topics the University 
offered were exactly what I required, and I was 
already living in Perth.  At the time I was training and 
completing as an Olympic weightlifter, and wanted 
to study in the sport and coaching areas.

Many things made my time at UWA enjoyable.  I 
liked the friendliness and general concern lecturers 
had for the students, the opportunity to apply 
theoretical knowledge to practical applications, the 
research culture, and the way in which current 
trends and issues applying to sports science were 
addressed.

My career goals were always to coach people, but 
at what level and in what area was always 
changing.  During my third year I formed an 
attachment in WA’s national rugby league team, and 
it was then that I could see a career working in a 
Sports Institute environment and coaching elite 
athletes in numerous sports.

Strength and conditioning has become recognised 
as an essential element of sporting success across 
all sports.  As Head Strength and Conditioning 
Coach for Singapore Sports Council, I have many 
wide ranging responsibilities.  These have included 
being the Strength and Conditioning Coach for 16 
Singaporean sporting teams, including their national 
representatives at the Sydney 2000 Olympics.

Sport Science and Education

Kit Ping TAI
Strength & Conditioning Coach, 

Changi General Hospital (Changi Sports Medicine 
Centre)

Bachelor of Physical and Health Education, 2001

I couldn’t see any way of completing a Sports 
Science degree in Singapore so when a friend’s 
lecturer recommended UWA, I moved to Perth.  I 
really enjoyed my time at UWA, living overseas 
provides you with life skills that you learn while 
studying.

The lecturers at UWA were friendly and always 
willing to assist you when you need help, and the 
curriculum gives you flexibility.  The wealth of 
knowledge that you obtain is invaluable.  While it 
was always my intention to work in the sporting 
industry, I found I became more focussed on 
working with developing athletes to help build their 
foundation in sport.  

I am currently employed in the Changi Sports 
Medicine Centre in the Changi General Hospital.  
My role here is to work alongside the 
physiotherapists to assist both recreational and 
professional athletes beyond recovery and 
rehabilitation, and back to their competitive fitness 
level.  I also oversee the weight management 
programme for overweight patients at the centre 
and run rehabilitative courses. I give wellness talks 
to companies with regards to managing weight, 
coming up with personal exercise programmes etc. 

There here have been endless opportunities that 
have opened up for me to put my knowledge at 
UWA into practice. 

What advice would you give to someone 
considering doing a Science degree at UWA, 
or planning to study overseas?

Studying overseas is a very good experience and a 
change in environment.  It might be tough and you 
will need a lot of self-discipline and initiative, but it is 
definitely fulfilling and rewarding. You will look at life 
with a different perspective after experiencing a 
different culture.
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Brett Chalmers
Managing Director, AustralisPro, Western Australia

BSc 2001

At the beginning of my studies at UWA I wasn’t sure 
whether I wanted to do Astrophysics or Computing.  
In first year my favourite course was Chemistry, but 
over time I came to realise that I would prefer to 
follow the computing route.  In third year, my 
favourite course was Operating Systems & 
Computer Networks.  Developing project 
management skills and the ability to learn in an 
organised way are two attributes I acquired during 
my time at UWA, and both have been vital in the 
success of my company.  

I established AustralisPro following graduation, and 
as it has grown I’ve managed to maintain a loyal 
client base and employ additional staff.  We are an 
IT consulting company providing IT support and 
services to small and medium businesses in 
Western Australia.  The majority of my clients are in 
the mining industry, and I enjoy knowing that I am 
making a positive contribution to the state’s 
economy.  I also enjoy the variety of work and the 
challenges that the company is presented with on a 
daily basis.  Through my work I also have the 
opportunity to travel extensively throughout Western 
Australia.

Maintaining a long-term contract with a division of 
mining giant BHP Billiton and establishing the web 
hosting division of my company have been two of 
the more satisfying achievements of my career to 
date.

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Do it!  And make sure that you take the widest 
range of subjects possible to give you the greatest 
learning opportunities.

Clayton Locke
Australian Postdoctoral Fellow, School of Physics, 
UWA

PhD 2002

Freedom of work is the best aspect of working as a 
research physicist.  Every day there is something 
new, a different problem to solve.  Of course nothing 
goes right the first time in experimental physics, but 
that’s the attraction; working hard for something 
makes success more satisfying.  Travel is a big part 
of research.  I’ve been to conferences in several 
countries and had fantastic experiences working in 
France and Japan. 

After graduating I worked for the Frequency 
Standards group at UWA, designing and 
constructing a new type of temperature 
compensated resonator that forms the heart of a 
microwave frequency clock. Following this I worked 
on the construction of a new generation of liquid 
cooled sapphire resonators. Then I took up a 
position on the gravity gradiometer project, a UWA 
based project funded by Rio Tinto.

At the beginning of my university studies I was 
enrolled in a combined engineering/science degree.  
However, I found physics to be very interesting and 
challenging, and delayed my return to engineering 
to do Honours in physics.  I have followed what has 
interested me, and this led to a PhD and finally 
research in physics.  During my studies at UWA I 
developed scientific writing skills which are 
invaluable in my current work in reporting results 
papers.  Lateral thinking skills and of course the 
day-to-day lab skills of a research physicist are also 
acquired during postgraduate study. 

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a postgraduate degree 
at UWA?

Science at UWA is a great job, with a great staff and 
a fertile intellectual environment.  Funding and job 
permanency are always an when relying on 
government funding, but the rewards in job 
freedom, travel opportunities, challenges and job 
satisfaction make the uncertainty worthwhile.

IT Applications and IT Systems Physics
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Physics

Jane Turner
Geophysicist, Shell, Scotland UK

BSc (Hons) 2006 

I am a commercial pilot who initially wanted to be an 
aviation/physics teacher.  However, I decided during 
my school placements that teaching wasn’t for me 
and eventually Physics was just too interesting to 
walk away from.  

I went straight from UWA to my job as a geophysicist 
with Shell EPE (Exploration and Production - Europe) 
in the UK. I build geomechanical reservoir models of 
North Sea oil and gas fields to predict stress 
conditions that influence things such as borehole 
stability, compaction and subsidence.  The work and 
people are amazing here in EPE and the training is 
phenomenal.  Last year I completed many training 
courses in the Netherlands, as well as other courses 
in Norway, Spain, England, Scotland and the United 
States, to name a few.  I think I have been to about 
twelve countries!  The oil and gas industry is well 
funded, dynamic and fun, and Shell is a great 
company to work for, they invest a lot in their staff 
and offer excellent and diverse career opportunities.

I can’t decide what has been my most satisfying 
career achievement to date. It’s probably a tie 
between the travel and training, and advising assets 
on the stress conditions around potential well sites.      

I found that the basic physics and maths skills I 
developed at UWA are invaluable.  General software 
skills, such as being able to ‘play’ with programs to 
see what they do is a great advantage, and a little 
programming knowledge goes a long way.

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Do it, and be sure to take a few maths or physics 
units; they impress employers and teach you how to 
think and reason.  When you finish your degree, 
apply for as many interesting positions as you can, 
and use the interviews to network with fellow 
graduate job hunters to gain information on potential 
employers and careers.

Physiology

Greg O’Beirne
Lecturer in Audiology, University of Canterbury, 
Christchurch New Zealand

BSc. (First Class Hons); Master of Clinical Audiology; PhD 
(Distinction)

Physiology and Audiology were my two favourite 
subjects at UWA.  I have always been interested in 
biomedical sciences, but when I studied Physiology in 
my second year I was hooked.  The Physiology 
lectures were the best I’d experienced, so when it 
came to do Honours, my lecturer was the obvious 
choice as a supervisor.  My Honours research focused 
on the auditory system, and it was so fascinating that I 
decided that this was the right field for me.

After completing Honours in auditory physiology, I 
realised that I enjoyed not only the thrill of the research 
itself, but also the personal interactions that come with 
the clinical side of auditory science.  After a year 
overseas I returned to UWA to complete a combined 
Master of Clinical Audiology and PhD, and was 
fortunate to be offered a position at the University of 
Canterbury before I’d even finished.

For me, it’s the perfect job.  I really enjoy teaching, and 
to have the freedom of running my own research 
programme is a bonus.  Travelling to international 
conferences is an integral part of the job, which is 
nice!

The best things I got from my Science degree were 
the ability to think critically, and the desire to look for 
better ways of doing things.  The communication skills 
I developed have also been invaluable.  During my 
postgraduate research, my supervisor encouraged me 
to take on work as a lab demonstrator and to give 
talks whenever the opportunity arose, which was 
excellent preparation for life as a lecturer.   

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Seriously consider doing Honours research.  It was 
the most exciting part of my undergraduate studies - 
the stage where you stop being a science student and 
become a scientist. 
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Dr Debra Turner
Program Coordinator of Respiratory Physiology 
Research, Division of Clinical Sciences, Telethon 
Institute for Child Health Research, Western Australia

Adjunct Senior Lecturer, Centre for Child Health 
Research, UWA

BSc (Hons) 1987; PhD 1993

I confess to being very vague about where my 
career was heading when I entered university.  I 
followed my interest in science without too much 
thought about where it would take me. I was 
eventually influenced greatly by taking up an 
Asthma Foundation Summer Vacation Scholarship 
at the end of my BSc.  I worked at Princess 
Margaret Hospital for Children in the Department of 
Respiratory Medicine for ten weeks and LOVED it.  
That led me to doing my Honours year at PMH - a 
joint project between Physiology and the 
Department of Paediatrics and Child Health, UWA.

I then worked at PMH as a research assistant 
before undertaking my PhD, which involved 
developing a new technique for measuring lung 
function in infants.  I’ve remained in the asthma and 
lung diseases research field ever since.

Medical research is a fascinating career.  It provides 
lots of stimulation, peppered with the odd bout of 
frustration when experiments go awry!  There are 
plenty of opportunities to travel, as the need to stay 
abreast of current research and to present your own 
findings at conferences is paramount.  The Telethon 
Institute for Child Health Research is a very 
stimulating environment in which to work, and 
provides the opportunity to meet many fascinating 
and eminent scientists. 

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

UWA is a stimulating environment.  I would suggest 
following an area of science that you are interested 
in and not worry too much at the outset where that 
leads.  Good scientific research skills and a passion 
for your field of work will lead to a great job!

Physiology

Alison Winger
Post doctorate, Universite Henri Poincare, Nancy, 
France  

PhD 2003

Completing each stage of my university education - 
Bachelors, Masters and PhD - has been incredibly 
satisfying.  So too was starting my first job, and 
seeing people really excited to talk to me about my 
work and future collaborations.  I have only recently 
submitted my PhD thesis, so my research position 
here at Universite Henri Poincare is my first. 

I am investigating the localisation and activation of 
various oxioreductases in plants, including during 
stress and in different tissues.  Even after almost ten 
years studying I am still learning completely new 
things, least of all another language!  This job has 
helped me to experience a different way of life, as 
well as open up further opportunities for travel and 
international collaborations, which will benefit my 
career greatly in the future. 

I always wanted to go through to get my PhD and 
then work and live overseas.  Things are really only 
starting to change in my life now, and I am in the 
process of deciding which country to go to next.  
Certainly I’m quite happy for now; I love every 
minute of my job.

Everything you do, see and experience at university 
helps in your future, be it in the lectures or 
cramming for an exam.  I wouldn’t change anything 
I have ever done.  

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Try not to limit your options during your 
undergraduate years.  Take as many diverse 
courses as you possibly can, to discover where 
your heart really is.  And NEVER think that what you 
do for undergraduate (or even your first or second 
post doctorate) is what you have to do for the rest 
of your life.  You can do anything you want; if you 
can dream it, science absolutely can help you 
achieve it.

Plant Biochemistry
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Psychology Psychology

Jessica Adderley
Psychologist, Country Services, Disability Services 
Commission, Western Australia

BSc (Hons) 1993; MPsych (Applied Developmental 
Psychology) 2004

I came to UWA not really knowing what I wanted to 
do as a career, so I started with a Bachelor of 
Science, studying a range of science disciplines.  
These included Human Biology, Anthropology, Sport 
Science and Psychology.  I found the Psychology 
lectures the most interesting, so I decided to 
continue in that field.  Apart from the course 
content, university teaches you many skills you’ll 
find invaluable once you enter the workforce.  In my 
case, these skills included time management and 
those involved in evaluating research.

My position as a psychologist with the Disability 
Services Commission is my first after graduating.  I 
work in the areas of autism early intervention, 
consultation for psychologists in regional Western 
Australia, and assessment and interventions for 
people in regional areas with disabilities.  One of the 
most enjoyable aspects of my job is its autonomous 
nature.  I also find it rewarding to be part of 
multidisciplinary teams, to travel extensively 
throughout WA, and have the opportunity to 
specialise in autism and behavioural psychology.

It is extremely satisfying to be able to teach parents 
of children with autism, techniques that improve 
their ability to manage and teach essential skills to 
their child, and how to cope with the unique 
difficulties they are faced with.     

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

When you begin, start generally and get a feel for a 
range of areas.  After a while you’ll know enough 
about what you want to do, and can then narrow 
your interests and start specialising.

Dennis Byles
Economics Researcher, Department of Transport 
and Regional Services’ Bureau of Transport and 
Regional Economics, Canberra ACT  

BPsych 2005

I started out doing a Bachelor of Arts with 
Psychology as a major, before switching over to do 
a Bachelor of Psychology in my fourth year.  My 
particular interest was in social psychology, which 
studies how groups and individuals think and 
behave towards other people, and whether those 
thoughts and behaviours could be influenced by 
situational factors.

Like many graduates, I finished my degree and then 
realised that I didn’t know what to do with the rest 
of my life.  I obtained a temporary position as a 
research assistant with a company that was 
developing personality tests for the corporate 
sector.  I was then offered a place within the 
Commonwealth Government’s Department of 
Transport and Regional Services’ (DOTARS) 
graduate programme, and was attracted to it mainly 
due to the research work done within the Bureau of 
Transport and Regional Economics (BTRE)  At the 
end of the graduate programme I was offered a 
permanent position within the BTRE.

While I am working in a field not directly connected 
to my university course, I find the generic research 
skills I developed are very useful.  Skills such as 
conducting a literature review, statistical analysis, 
basic computing and presenting high quality written 
and verbal reports are all applicable to a wide range 
of fields.    

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at UWA?

A science degree can take you to many places in 
the job market, as numerous organisations look 
favorably on people who have research skills.  
Science is a very diverse subject and you will not be 
restricted to studying chemistry, physics or biology.  
You will gain skills in report writing and public 
speaking, which you will find useful just about 
anywhere you go. 
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Psychology

Dr Peter McEvoy
Clinical Psychologist and Service Coordinator, 
Anxiety Disorders Unit, St Vincent’s Hospital, 
Sydney NSW

BSc (Hons)1997; MPsych (Clinical) 2004; PhD 2004

When I enrolled at UWA my intention was to become 
a clinician.  I didn’t consider completing a PhD until 
my Honours year.  By this stage, the importance of 
functioning as a scientist practitioner, by both 
critically consuming research and producing new 
knowledge, had become apparent to me.  
Completing a PhD was the best way of developing 
these skills, so I enrolled in the combined Masters 
and PhD programme.  

As my studies were coming to an end I successfully 
applied for my current position, and I moved to 
Sydney to commence my career.  Skills such as 
critical thinking, problem solving and information 
gathering apply to all aspects of my work, and were 
developed during my time at UWA.  They also enable 
me to continue learning, which is crucial for any 
profession.

My position as a clinical psychologist and service 
coordinator includes treating clients with anxiety and 
mood disorders, supervising clinical psychology and 
psychiatry registrars, and coordinating the research 
programme within the clinic.  I enjoy the diversity of 
my position and the fact that it requires clinical, 
teaching and research skills.  The rewards from each 
of these tasks are quite different and provide for a 
very fulfilling career.  I’ve had the opportunity to work 
with some world leaders in my field, which has 
provided a very solid foundation for my career. 

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a degree in science at 
UWA?

Even if you have a clear idea of what you would like 
to do, a science degree will broaden your knowledge 
and pique your interests in areas you probably 
haven’t considered.  The problem will probably be 
developing too many interests and having to make 
some tough decisions about which avenue to 
pursue. 

Dr Melissa J Ree
Research Director & Clinical Psychologist, Private 
Clinics Australia

BSc (Hons )1997; MPsych Clinical) 2002; PhD 2002

I did my postgraduate studies at UWA for two 
reasons: I’d already completed my undergraduate 
degree there, and UWA has a strong reputation for 
both clinical training and research in psychology.  I 
never thought I’d be at university for more than 
three years, but I ended up spending eight years 
there!  Although it was long time, it was well worth it 
because of the opportunities that arose after 
graduation.

Being able to work overseas has been particularly 
satisfying, especially in Oxford as it is a strong area 
for Clinical Research.  The professional development 
opportunities were second to none, and it was 
fantastic to be able to explore the UK and Europe.  
It was interesting to work on a clinical trial and to 
see research being carried out on a much larger 
scale that I have seen in Perth. 

I worked as a Clinical Psychologist Registrar while 
completing my PhD and then worked for two years 
at the University of Oxford as a Postdoctoral 
Research Fellow in the Department of Psychiatry.  
Since returning to Perth in 2004 I’ve been at Private 
Clinics Australia.  Currently I’m also on the 
committee for the WA branch of the Australian 
Association for Cognitive Behaviour Therapy, which 
involves organising local professional development 
events.

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a postgraduate degree 
at UWA?

I think it’s important to do a postgraduate degree for 
two reasons: first, because of the career 
opportunities it will afford – you want to be 
reasonably sure there will be a job at the end of it; 
and secondly, because it would be hard to stay 
motivated for that length of time if you don’t really 
like your area of study.  

Psychology
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Psychology

Yew Chye, TEO
Chief Executive Officer, Centre for Cognitive 
Technologies Pty Ltd

Psychology 1984

I find Perth to be a safe, beautiful and multi-cultural 
city where all students can feel perfectly at home. 
Its people are extremely friendly to both visiting 
students and holiday makers alike.  

UWA’s Psychology programme is rigorous, well 
balanced, and prepares its students well for a 
career in psychology.  It has the reputation of being 
the best in the region, and I feel honoured to have 
received my education and professional training at 
such a prestigious university.

One of the most important lessons I gained at UWA 
was that learning is a life long pursuit.  The 
professors did not just teach text book contents, 
they helped us to grow as independent learners – 
prodding us to think, ask questions, push the limits 
and not be afraid to make mistakes.  

I now own my own company with a few partners.  
The Centre for Cognitive Technologies in Singapore 
is a regional research and training centre.  As CEO, I 
am responsible for both its strategic directions and 
its day-to-day operations.  The opportunities for 
creative development and expression are highly 
stimulating both mentally and emotionally.  

A project that I am currently working on is to author 
a series of psychology parenting/ self-help/ training 
workbooksreferred to as the ‘Fighting off ……’ 
Series. These workbooks are a cross between 
professional workbooks and self-help books.

What advice would you give to someone who 
is considering doing a science degree at UWA 
or planning to study overseas?

Many students are satisfied with simply getting a 
degree.  Develop an “inquiring mind” and focus on 
learning as well as grades.  Overseas students 
should move out of their own comfort zone and 
community to learn more about their host country. 

Science Communication

Jessie Cochrane
Community Liaison Officer, Conservation Council of 
WA

BSc 2003; Postgraduate Diploma of Science Communication 
2006

I did my postgraduate studies at UWA because at 
the time, it was the only university in WA that offered 
Science Communication as a course. I was 
interested in this area because I am really passionate 
about science and I think it is becoming more and 
more important to have good communicators who 
are able to communicate and facilitate understanding 
amongst the general public, who may or may not 
have a specific interest in science.

The course offers a really good balance of theory and 
practical components, and it was easy to see how 
the skills acquired could be applied to not only my 
future employment but also to life in general.  Not 
only that, UWA provides a great environment in 
which to study.

After I finished studying I worked part time at Perth 
Zoo and Supply West Bookland, but I also kept up 
my volunteering with various organisations such as 
Scitech and with Friends of the Western Swamp 
Tortoise.  I was fortunate that the position at the 
Conservation Council came up not long after I 
finished studying, and with my skills and experience I 
felt that I was more than qualified to apply. 

My role is to liaise with, and provide advice and 
support to, the Council’s affiliated groups, who are 
largely volunteer based community conservation 
groups who work on on-ground conservation 
projects across WA.    

What advice would you give someone who is 
considering taking up a postgraduate degree at 
UWA?

Try to get as much practical experience as you can 
while studying.  Volunteering with an organisation 
that you think you might like to work for is a great 
way to find out whether it is the kind of job you want, 
and also allows you to develop your skills and make 
contacts that will be invaluable.
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Go where you want to go...
...be what you want to be.

With a science degree.

Many of the graduates in this book 
have one thing in common – when 
they commenced their science 
studies at The University of 
Western Australia, they were 
uncertain as to where their degree 
would lead them, or what path their 
career path would take.  

Today, all of them have worthwhile, 
challenging and rewarding positions 
in areas they were perhaps 
unaware a science degree could 
lead to.  Not so surprising, when 
you consider the many 
opportunities open to you as a 
graduate of the Faculty of Life and 
Physical Sciences. 

Aboriginal Welfare Officer

Actuary

Agricultural Chemist

Anatomist

Animal Breeder

Anthropological Adviser for State 
Planning

Anthropological Adviser on 
Aboriginal Matters

Anthropological Adviser on 
Community Welfare

Anthropological Adviser on 
Immigration and Ethnic Affairs

Anthropology Consultant

Archaeological Adviser to Aboriginal 
Communities

Archaeological Adviser to Local 
Government

Archaeological Adviser to Tourism 
Companies

Archaeologist

Bacteriologist

Bank Mathematician

Behavioural Scientist

Biochemist

Biological Anthropologist

Biological Research Assistant

Biologist

Biomechanicist

Biometrician

Biophysicist

Biostatician

Biotechnologist

Botanist

Broadcaster

Chemical Representative
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Chemistry Teacher

Civil Engineer

Clinical Psychologist

Community Welfare Officer

Computational Physicist

Computer Analyst

Computer Chemist

Computer Programmer

Conservational Biologist

Consumer Behaviourist

Corporate Health Consultant

Corrosion Chemist

Counsellor

Cryptographer

Crystallographer

Data Processor

Developmental Psychologist

Drug Company Representative

Educational Psychologist

Electron Microscopist

Entomologist

Environmental Geochemist

Environmental Geographer

Environmental Geologist

Environmental Geophysicist

Environmental Microbiologist

Environmental Scientist

Evolutionary Botanist

Exercise Physiologist

Exploration Geologist

Exploration Technologist

Fitness Centre Manager

Food Technologist

Forensic Chemist

Forensic Entomologist

Forensic Psychologist

Geneticist

Geochemist

Geography Teacher

Geological Mapping Consultant

Geophysicist

Geostatician

Geotechnical Geologist

Geotechnical Geophysicist

Health Educator

Histologist

Hospital Microbiologist

Hospital Physicist

Human Biologist

Human Biology Teacher

Human Resource Manager

Immunologist

Industrial Biochemist

Industrial Chemist

Industrial Mathematician

Industrial Microbiologist

Insurance Mathematician

Journalist

Laboratory Technician

Land Development Archaeologist
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Land Evaluation Consultant

Land Management Archaeologist

Landscape Design Consultant

Linguist

Marine Biologist

Marine Chemist

Marine Geographer

Marine Geologist

Marine Microbiologist

Marine Scientist

Market Researcher

Materials Chemist

Mathematical Physicist

Mathematical Scientist

Mathematics Lecturer

Mathematics Researcher

Mathematics Teacher

Medical Company Representative 

Medical Entomologist

Medical Laboratory Scientist

Medical Technologist

Meteorologist

Microbiologist

Mineral Analyst

Mineral Exploration Consultant

Mining and Industrial Waste 
Treatment Consultant

Mining Engineer

Molecular Biologist

Museum Curator

Neuropsychologist

Occupational and Health Safety 
Officer

Operations Research Specialist

Organic Chemist

Organisational Psychologist

Palaeontologist

Paramedical Administrator

Paramedical Researcher

Parasitologist

Patents Chemist

Pharmacologist

Physical Education Teacher

Physicist

Physics Teacher

Physiologist

Plant Biochemist

Plant Breeder

Plant Ecologist

Plant Geneticist

Plant Molecular Biologist

Plant Physiologist

Psychological Assessor

Public Relations Anthropologist

Pure Mathematician

Radiation Officer

Regional Planner

Reproductive Physiologist

Research Anatomist

Research Anthropologist

Research Archaeologist

Research Biochemist
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Research Botanist

Research Chemist

Research Computer Scientist

Research Exercise Scientist

Research Geographer

Research Geologist

Research Geophysicist

Research Human Biologist

Research mathematician

Research Microbiologist

Research pathologist

Research Pharmacologist

Research Physiologist

Research Psychologist

Research Soil Scientist

Research Zoologist

Risk Analyst

School Psychologist

Science Communicator

Science Teacher

Scientific Instrument Representative

Secondary School Teacher

Sedimentologist

Social Researcher

Social Welfare Anthropologist

Software Engineer

Soil Chemist

Soil Rehabilitation Consultant

Soil Revegetation Consultant

Speech and Hearing Adviser

Speech Technologist

Sport Psychologist

Sports Administration

Sports Coach

Sports Manager

Sports Scientist

Statistician

Stratigrapher

Systems Analyst

Taxonomist

Toxicologist

Turf and/or Oval Manager

University Lecturer

Urban Planner

Veterinary Pathologist

Virologist

Wildlife Consultant

Wildlife Manager

Wildlife Researcher

Zoologist

. . . and many more

To get to the top, some of the 
careers listed require further study.
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NOTES



Register your interest in receiving the next version  
of this booklet, or any of our other brochures on science at UWA  
at www.science.uwa.edu.au/profiles 



Life and Physical Sciences

The University of Western Australia 
M011, 35 Stirling Highway, Crawley WA 6009
 
Tel +61 8 6488 3396
Fax +61 8 6488 1058
Email contactscience@uwa.edu.au
Web www.science.uwa.edu.au
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